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After attending both Grand Valley 

State University and Wayne State Uni-
versity, Bill received a degree in crimi-
nal justice from Madonna University. 
He began his career in law enforcement 
in 1976 as a Michigan State Police 
trooper, where he served for 25 years 
protecting our great State. 

In 2001, just one day after he retired 
from the Michigan State Police, Bill 
Olney joined the Zeeland Police De-
partment, where he served as our chief 
of police for 16 years. 

Chief Olney has dedicated his career 
to providing the highest quality law 
enforcement service and profes-
sionalism to the residents of Zeeland. 
His relentless work for our committee 
and dedication is clearly reflected by 
the numerous awards and commenda-
tions he has received over his career. 

Chief Olney has served on the West 
Michigan Criminal Justice Training 
Consortium, Ottawa Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coalition, and Stop Child 
Abuse and Neglect Council. 

As a lifelong Detroit Lions and 
Michigan State Spartans fan, I know 
he will enjoy his retirement with his 
wife, Kathryn; and his children, Shan-
non and Matt. 

I think some football is in his kids’ 
future. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to ask my col-
leagues to join me in saying ‘‘thank 
you’’ on behalf of the Second District 
of Michigan as we thank Chief Bill 
Olney for his 41 years of service to the 
State of Michigan and to our country. 

f 
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PROTECT NET NEUTRALITY 
(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, net 
neutrality is something that is funda-
mental to our country. It is rooted in 
our First Amendment rights. It allows 
for an open marketplace, exchange of 
ideas, center for innovation, hub for 
communication, and so much more. 

In today’s digital age, especially, en-
suring an open, free, and equal internet 
for all—not just for those who can af-
ford to pay to play—is crucial to level 
the playing field for everyone. 

The FCC’s current proposal rolls 
back these freedoms for the benefit and 
profit of big internet service providers 
on the backs of students, entrepreneurs 
and innovators, small businesses, and 
all of us. Millions across the country 
have already sent in comments to the 
FCC expressing their strong opposition. 

On today’s net neutrality day of ac-
tion, I encourage everyone to make 
their voices heard. In just 5 days, the 
FCC public comment period closes. 
Now is the time for us to raise our 
voices to protect net neutrality, fair-
ness, and equality for all. 

f 

MAJORITY OF VOTERS BACK 
PRESIDENT’S TRAVEL VETTING 
(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a 
recent Politico/Morning Consult poll 
shows that 60 percent of registered vot-
ers support ‘‘new guidelines which say 
visa applicants from six predominantly 
Muslim countries must prove a close 
family relationship with a U.S. resi-
dent in order to enter the country.’’ 
Only 28 percent oppose. Also, respond-
ents trust Republicans in Congress 
more than Democrats to handle the 
issue of immigration. 

The new, nationwide poll dem-
onstrates strong approval by the elec-
torate for the President’s effort to keep 
America safe, despite a question slant-
ed to make respondents think his ac-
tion is based on religion. 

Had the question noted that the six 
nations that require additional visa 
scrutiny were also selected by the 
Obama administration as national se-
curity threats, the poll likely would 
have revealed even more support for 
the new guidelines. 

When it comes to immigration pol-
icy, the American people support the 
President. 

f 

TRAINING SCHOOLS IN SEX 
TRAFFICKING AWARENESS 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, many people think of human traf-
ficking as a problem that is happening 
abroad, but what they don’t realize is 
that hundreds of thousands of victims 
are being trafficked within our own 
borders. 

It is hard to imagine such an injus-
tice occurring in your own neighbor-
hood. When I learned that my city of 
San Diego is considered a high-inten-
sity region for child trafficking, I knew 
I needed to take action. 

In San Diego, we have an incredible 
community antitrafficking task force. 
They told me that a gap in the fight 
against trafficking is in our schools. 
This is why I wrote the Empowering 
Educators to Prevent Trafficking Act. 
I am proud to see it included in the 
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act that is before us 
today. 

My bill will fund programs to train 
teachers across the country to recog-
nize and respond to signs of trafficking 
so that they can identify victims and 
get them the help they need. Teachers, 
in turn, can teach their students how 
to protect themselves from becoming 
victims. 

With this training, our Nation’s 
schools can be an important line of de-
fense against this terrible injustice. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GASPERI FAMILY 
(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Gasperi 

family, who will be moving to Kenya in 
August on a mission to bring clean, 
fresh water to the schools in the sur-
rounding area. 

The Gasperi family seeks to provide 
clean water to schools in the city of 
Nakuru. Clean water will help the 
Kenyans avoid waterborne parasites 
and illnesses that interfere with child-
hood education. 

Ashley Gasperi grew up in Kenya, 
and, with her husband, Chris, started a 
nonprofit called Ekenywa, which 
means a new beginning. Their mission 
is to improve the quality of life for 
school-aged children in Kenya and to 
eradicate poverty. 

Both Chris and Ashley hold their 
master’s degrees in nursing. Chris 
serves as a nurse manager at St. Mary 
Medical Center’s orthopedic center, 
and Ashley serves as a clinical instruc-
tor at Temple University. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire 
Eighth Congressional District of Penn-
sylvania, we are so proud of the 
Gasperi family. We wish them the best 
as they work to provide a brighter fu-
ture and cleaner water for all the chil-
dren of Kenya. 

f 

HONORING OUR COMMITMENT TO 
VETERANS 

(Mr. O’ROURKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, there 
are tens of thousands of veterans in 
this country who have served this 
country; put their lives on the line, lit-
erally; and saved the lives of countless 
other servicemembers who, because of 
their service, have mental healthcare- 
related conditions like post-traumatic 
stress disorder, or PTSD, which con-
tributed to them having an other than 
honorable discharge. 

Mr. Speaker, with an other than hon-
orable discharge, those veterans are 
unable to go into a VA and see a men-
tal healthcare provider, despite the 
fact that they are more than two times 
likely to take their own lives. 

Now that we all know this, I hope 
that Members will join me in cospon-
soring the Honor Our Commitment 
Act, which I introduced with MIKE 
BOST in the House and CHRIS MURPHY 
in the Senate. It is bipartisan and bi-
cameral. It honors our commitment 
and obligation to those servicemem-
bers who did right by this country, and 
it will save lives. 

I look forward to the full support of 
this Chamber, passage of this bill, and 
having the President sign it into law. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT LEE 
BECERRA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize Robert Lee 
Becerra, a very special young man 
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from my district who is severely im-
pacted by autism and has made a posi-
tive difference in thousands of lives in 
south Florida. How has he done this? 

Mr. Speaker, for years, Robert has 
helped train 6,000 Miami police officers, 
firefighters, and EMTs to identify peo-
ple with developmental issues and tai-
lor their actions and responses accord-
ingly. With Robert’s help, officers and 
first responders in south Florida are 
trained to de-escalate volatile emer-
gency situations involving individuals 
on the autism spectrum or with mental 
illness. 

Robert’s assistance in emergency re-
sponse training has not only helped of-
ficers to connect with autism patients 
on an emotional level, but it has also 
made a positive impact and has saved 
many lives in our south Florida com-
munity. 

I thank Robert for his tireless work 
and participation in police and first re-
sponder training for more than 10 
years. His efforts have helped make 
south Florida an even better commu-
nity for all of us. 

Thank you, Robert. 
f 

NAS REPORT ON THE VALUE OF 
SBE SCIENCES 

(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the findings of a re-
cent report by the National Academies 
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
entitled: ‘‘The Value of Social, Behav-
ioral, and Economic Sciences to Na-
tional Priorities.’’ This report was re-
quested by the National Science Foun-
dation to examine whether the Federal 
Government should continue funding 
research in these disciplines. The re-
sounding answer is: yes. 

The report found that SBE funding 
furthers the mission of NSF and helps 
other agencies achieve their missions, 
and this funding provides tools and 
methods that have helped business and 
industry grow the U.S. economy and 
create jobs. 

The report also highlights that vir-
tually every major challenge the coun-
try faces today requires understanding 
the causes and consequences of people’s 
behavior. The way we do this is by 
funding research in the social, behav-
ioral, and economic sciences. 

Mr. Speaker, investments in SBE are 
critical for our Nation’s future, and we 
must continue this robust investment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LEDVANCE 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, for the past 100 years, 
people in St. Marys, Pennsylvania, 
have been producing light for the 
world. 

Earlier this week, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit the LEDVANCE manu-
facturing facility and visit with em-
ployees. St. Marys is located at the 
eastern edge of the Allegheny National 
Forest in the Pennsylvania Fifth Dis-
trict. It is a town this has a rich and 
storied history of being a leader in 
manufacturing. 

The LEDVANCE facility in St. Marys 
manufactures nearly 2 million incan-
descent and halogen light bulbs—and 
soon, LED light bulbs—each day, in 
1,700 packages and varieties. Its em-
ployees are skilled, knowledgeable, an 
dedicated to their craft. They are pro-
ducing state-of-the-art lighting solu-
tions right in the heart of north cen-
tral Pennsylvania. 

LEDVANCE has locations through-
out North America and is a global lead-
er in advancing light with LED, tradi-
tional and smart lighting, and acces-
sories. It was a privilege to tour the St. 
Marys facility and meet with the tal-
ented local employees who work dili-
gently each day to produce a quality 
product. 

Congratulations to our workforce in 
St. Marys on 100 years of knowledge 
and expertise to advance light around 
the world. 

f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to highlight the need for bipartisan im-
migration reform. 

Until Congress addresses our broken 
immigration system; secures our bor-
der; provides a pathway for people who 
have been here a long time to be able 
to eventually earn full citizenship; and 
provides a way for people who are here 
illegally and required to register, get 
right with the law, and get in line be-
hind those who have come legally, it 
will remain a problem in cities and 
communities across our entire country. 

There has been a failure of leadership 
in this body, the United States Con-
gress, to actually address our broken 
immigration system. There has been a 
failure from both sides to provide a 
pathway forward for a problem that 
only Congress can solve, and that will 
only get larger until we take it up 
here. 

Last week, I visited the ICE deten-
tion facility in Aurora, Colorado. I wit-
nessed and talked to family members 
and mothers who had been taken away 
from their American children over 
something as minor as a speeding tick-
et. 

We can, and we must, do better as a 
nation. We need an immigration sys-
tem that reflects that we are both a 
nation of laws and a nation of immi-
grants. I call upon my Republican and 
Democratic colleagues to work to-
gether to achieve this end. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2810, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2018, AND PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 23, 
GAINING RESPONSIBILITY ON 
WATER ACT OF 2017 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 431 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 431 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2810) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department of De-
fense and for military construction, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. The first 
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with. 
All points of order against consideration of 
the bill are waived. General debate shall be 
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Armed Services. After general 
debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. In 
lieu of the amendment in the nature of a 
substitute recommended by the Committee 
on Armed Services now printed in the bill, 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute 
consisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 115-23, modified by the amendment 
printed in part A of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion, shall be considered as adopted in the 
House and in the Committee of the Whole. 
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as 
the original bill for the purpose of further 
amendment under the five-minute rule and 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. 

SEC. 2. (a) No further amendment to the 
bill, as amended, shall be in order except 
those printed in part B of the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution and amendments en bloc described in 
section 3 of this resolution. 

(b) Each further amendment printed in 
part B of the report of the Committee on 
Rules shall be considered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. 

(c) All points of order against the further 
amendments printed in part B of the report 
of the Committee on Rules or amendments 
en bloc described in section 3 of this resolu-
tion are waived. 

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time for 
the chair of the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices or his designee to offer amendments en 
bloc consisting of amendments printed in 
part B of the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution not ear-
lier disposed of. Amendments en bloc offered 
pursuant to this section shall be considered 
as read, shall be debatable for 20 minutes 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services or their designees, 
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